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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently amended) A method of exchanging user messages among interactive disk 
players, comprising the steps of: 

(a) -receiving a user message from a first interactive disk player and storing the rec e ived 

tract I ncaaui^c ? 

(b) -receiving a message request from a second interactive disk player; md 
(e)-comparing v a_playback time included in the message request with a_playback time 

included in the stored user message to produce a comparison result and sending the stored u ser 
m e ssage to the second int e ractive disk player depending on the comparison r e sult iand 

determining whether or not to send the user message to the second interactive disk player 
depending on said comparison result . 



2. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the user message 
includes 

interactive disk identification information or program title information, and 
user grouping information. 

information for identifying an int e ractive disk or a titl e that is being played and 
information for grouping users. 



3. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the message request 



includes 



interactive disk identification information or program title inform ation, and 
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user grouping information. 

information for identifying an int e ractive disk or a title -t hat is boing played and 
information for grouping us e rs. 

4. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the user 
grouping information for grouping us e rs includes information on 4ke-an_age ; *e-a_sex, 4he-a 
playback region, and/or the or a language of a user. 

5. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the step (c) conducts 

of comparing comprises: 

comparing the playback time included in the message request with the playback time 
included in the user message thc playback tim e s and sending the user message depending on th e 
comparison result if the st o r e d user message and the message request were created by interactive 
disk players belonging to the same a common group. 

6. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1 ; wherein the playback time 
included in the message request and the playback time included in the user message thc playba ck 
time is each are &e-a_time that has elapsed since &e-a_start of the-aplayback of an individual 
interactive disk by eaeh -a respective one of the interactive disk players. 

7. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the step of determining 
comprises: 
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(c) sends determining to send the stored user message if the playback time included in the 
message request approaches the playback time included in the stored user message within a 
predetermined bound. 

8. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1 } wherein the step of comparing 
comprises: 

(c) conducts c ompari n g the playback time included in the message request with the 
playback time included in the user messag e the playback tim e s and sending the user messa ge 
depending on the comparison result if the stored -user message is intended for requesting a 
response from other arbitrary users. 

9. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 8, wherein the st e p farther 
comprising: 

fey- sending sends the stored user message to the second interactive disk player 
immediately without comparing the playback times included in the message request and the 
stored user message if the stefed-message is not intended for requesting a response from other 
arbitrary users. 

10. (Currently amended) A method of exchanging user messages among interactive disk 
players, conducted by an interactive disk player, comprising the steps of: 

sending a message request to an external server: 
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(a)-receiving from the external server and storing a user message that was sent to the 
external server from a different interactive disk playe r and received by and stored in an ext ernal 
server from the external serv e r by s e nding a message request to th e-e- xtcrnal server ; m4 

(Comparing ^playback time included in the stored user message with the-atime that 
has elapsed since the-a_start of the playback nf nn interactiv e disk the step of p l a v in g t o produce a 
comparison result and outputting the stor e d user message for displaying the m e ssage d e p e ndin g 
on the comp a riso n r e sult iand 

determining whether or not to display the user message based on said co mparison result. 

11. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 10, wherein the message request 

includes information 

interactive disk identification information or program title inf ormation, and 

user grouping information. 

for identifying an interactive disk or a titl e that is b e ing played and information -fer 
grouping us e rs. 

• 12. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 11, wherein the user grouping 
information for grouping users includes information on the-an_age, &e-a_sex ; #*e-a_playback 
region, and/or or tke-ajanguage of a user. 
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13. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 10, wherein the playback time is 
the-a_time that has elapsed since the-a_start of the-a_playback of an interactive disk by the 

' different interactive disk player. 

14. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 10, wherein the step (b) output;) 
of determining comprises: 

determining to display the stored user message if the-a_time that has elapsed since the-a 
start of the-a_playback bv the interactive disk player approaches the playback time included in the 
stored user message within a predetermined bound. 

15. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 10, wherein the step of comparing 
comprises: 

(b) conducts comparing the playback time and the elapsed time and outputting the stored 
u ser me s sa ge depending on the comparison result if the s tor e d user message is intended for 
requesting a response from other arbitrary users. 

16. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 15, wherein the step further 
comprising: 

displaying fb) outputs the stored user message immediately without comparing the 
playback time included in the stored user message and the elapsed time if the stored user 
message is not intended for requesting a response from other arbitrary users. 
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17. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 10, further comprising the step 

of: 

(efafter the s tor e d user message is outputted displaved , sending a message inputted by a 
user along with the displayed user message to the external server. 

18. (Currently amended) The method set forth in claim 17, wherein the inputted and sent 
message is-e feach comprises a message type that does not include a request a response-ftem 
other arbitrary users . 

19. (New) A system for exchanging user messages among interactive disk players, 
comprising: 

a first interactive disk player; 

a second interactive disk player; and 

an external server connected to the two interactive disk players by a network, the external 
server configured to receive a user message from the first interactive disk player and send the 
user message to the second interactive disk player, 

wherein the external server is configured, to receive a message request from the second 
interactive disk player, to compare a playback time included in the message request with a 
playback time included in the user message to produce a comparison result, and to determine 
whether or not to send the user message to the second interactive disk player depending on the 
comparison result. 
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20. (New) The system set forth in claim 19, wherein the user message and the message 

request each include 

interactive disk identification information or program title information, and 

user grouping information. 

21. (New) The system set forth in claim 20, wherein the user grouping information 
includes information on an age, a sex, a playback region, or a language of a user. 

22. (New) The system set forth in claim 20, wherein the external server is configured to 
determine whether the first and second interactive disk players belong to a common group based 
on the user grouping information. 

23. (New) The system set forth in claim 19, wherein the external server is configured to 
send the user message if the playback time included in the message request approaches the 
playback time included in the user message within a predetermined bound. 

24. (New) The system set forth in claim 19, wherein the external server is configured to 
compare the playback time included in the message request with the playback time included in 
the user message if the user message is intended for requesting a response from other interactive 
disk players. 



25. (New) An interactive disk player for exchanging user message with another 
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interactive disk player, said interactive disk player being configured to send a message request to 
an external server and to receive a user message from the external server, the user message being 
sent from another interactive disc player via the external server, wherein said interactive disk 
player is configured to compare a playback time included in the user message with a time that 
has elapsed since a start of playback of an interactive disk, and to determine whether or not to 
display the user message based on said comparison. 

26. (New) The player set forth in claim 25, wherein the user message and the message 
request each include 

interactive disk identification information or program title information, and 
user grouping information. 

27. (New) The player set forth in claim 25, wherein said interactive disk player is 
configured to output the user message to a display if a time that has elapsed since a start of a 
playback by the interactive disk player approaches the playback time included in the user 
message within a predetermined window. 

28. (New) The player set forth in claim 25, wherein said interactive disk player is 
configured to compare the playback time and the elapsed time if the user message is intended for 
requesting a response from another interactive disk player. 



29. (New) The player set forth in claim 25, wherein said interactive disk player is 
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configured to display the user message immediately without comparing the playback time and 
the elapsed time if the user message is not intended for requesting a response from another 
interactive disk players. 

30. (New) The player set forth in claim 25, wherein said interactive disk player is 
configured, after displaying the user message, to send a message inputted by a user along with 
the displayed user message to the external server. 

3 1 . (New) The player set forth in claim 30, wherein the inputted and sent message is of a 
type that does not request a response from another interactive disk player. 
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